How to get students to write good papers

· Demand good papers.
· If you receive a really good paper, save it as an example for future classes.
· Tell them exactly what you expect in your syllabus or on a handout. Be specific about 

· Acceptable topics (give some examples or even give some choices)

· Purpose (Why are they writing? Are they supposed to inform/explain/analyze/ prove/argue…? Do they choose or do you?)

· Audience (Who are they writing to?)

· Sources (quantity, quality, type, language required)

· Length and format

· Style expected (same as in Research and APA Style Guide or something else)

· Give fewer, shorter assignments with narrower topics. 

· A good 6-page paper may require as much work as a 20-page one for a student (but much less work for the instructor).

· Give students clear grading criteria.

· Explain the criteria from the syllabus in more detail so the students know how their papers will be graded. If you are using a grading rubric, give the rubric to students before the assignment is due.

· Motivate students.

· Why are they writing a paper (besides because they have to)? Make it relevant.

· Remind students that they can review good writing practices with the Academic Writing Guide.

· Require students to start early and spend time on their papers.

· Require topics, thesis ideas, basic outlines, bibliographies, or drafts during the term.

· Encourage students to come to your office hours to discuss their paper ideas.

· Remind students that they should finish papers at least a week before the due date and then revise and proofread.

· Give feedback about grading
· Give grades and comments for each of the grading criteria so they understand their grades.

· Have deadlines that allow you to give feedback on student papers.

