	ENG 211 Informative Essay       Below Standard
	Approaching Standard
	At Standard
	Exceeds Standard

	Form

5
	0-2.9

Poor, unprofessional format.

Inappropriate or unclear title.
	3-3.8

Several minor errors or 1 major error.

Ineffective or boring title.
	3.9-4.7

Almost perfect format (1-2 minor errors).

Good title.
	4.8-5

Perfect format (title page, header, text).

Clear, interesting title (guidelines in RPG).

	APA 

10
	0-5.9

Too many errors on reference page.

Missing or incorrect citations.

Paper lacks care and attention to detail.
	5.9-7.5

Several reference page errors.

Citations with wrong info OR in the wrong place.
	7.6-9.3

1-2 minor errors on reference page.

APA citation with punctuation errors.
	9.4-10

Perfect reference page.

Proper in-text citations, incl. punctuation.

	Thesis  10
	Thesis is missing or hard to find.

Purpose is not completely clear.

Thesis lacks surprise.

Unclear main idea of essay.

Errors hurt effectiveness of thesis.
	Easy to recognize as thesis.

Informative purpose may not be clear.

May lack surprise.

Main idea of essay may not be clear.

Errors hurt effectiveness of thesis.
	Easy to find – in the right place.

Clear informative purpose.

Surprising – shows common vs. new view.

Appropriate main idea for essay.

Proper English.
	Easy to find – in the right place.

Clear informative purpose.

Surprising – shows common vs. new view.

 Strong, interesting main idea of essay.

Sophisticated: Advanced, correct English.

	Intro 

10
	General, ineffective first sentence.

Unclear essay topic.

Intro lacks description of common view.

Intro does not lead to thesis.
	No attempted hook. Unexciting start.

Specific question of essay isn’t clear.

General description of common view.

Intro doesn’t go deep enough.

Intro needs better connection to thesis.
	Attempted engaging hook. Appropriate but could be more effective.

Introduces topic, may lack specific focus.

Description of common, expected view.

Connection to thesis statement.
	Engaging hook – gets readers’ attention.

Introduces topic and specific question.

Interesting, specific description of common, expected view.

Effectively, naturally leads to thesis.

	Organization  20
	0-11.7

Relationship between thesis and BPs, esp. topic sentences, isn’t clear.

BPs don’t all relate to thesis and/or topic sentences.

Missing concluding sentences.

Illogical organization, poor connections, inappropriate paragraphing.

Inappropriate conclusion.


	11.8-15.2

Topic sentences may be unclear.

BPs loosely support thesis – some irrelevant parts.

Concl. sentences – missing, ineffective.

Attempted org., some confusing or missing connections, info in wrong BP, inappropriate paragraph length.

Conclusion may lack effectiveness.
	15.3-18.7

Topic sentences relate to thesis.

Content of BPs relates to thesis.

Concluding sentences relate to thesis.

Order & division of BPs is understandable although perhaps improvable.

Mostly clear connection between paragraphs and sentences.

Appropriate conclusion w/summary, significance, and attempted wow.
	18.8-20

Topic sentences with clear, interesting, informative points that relate to thesis.

All BPs clearly, effectively support thesis.

Effective concluding sentences.

Logical order & division of paragraphs.

Excellent flow; natural connections between paragraphs and sentences.

Strong, logical conclusion w/summary, significance, and wow.

	Supporting Details 25
	0-14.7

Missing, general, irrelevant, repetitive, or uninteresting particulars.

Ineffective quotes and paraphrases.

Particulars not integrated into student’s writing. No sandwich.

Missing or general, unclear explanations.

Most BPs need more or better support.
	14.8-18.9

Some general, irrelevant, undescribed, uninteresting particulars. Not much variety of support.

Some ineffective quotes/paraphrases.

Missing some sandwich parts.

Explanations may be inadequate.

Several BPs need more or better support.


	19-23.4

Relevant, mostly interesting particulars - examples, illustrations, stats/facts, expert opinion, experience. 

Specific, particulars.

Usually effective quotes/paraphrases.

Mostly sandwiched particulars, integrated into student’s writing.

Explanations present, if not specific/strong.

Most BPs have enough support.
	23.5-25

Variety of well-chosen, relevant particulars - examples, illustrations, stats/facts, expert opinion, experience.

Specific, detailed, colorful particulars.

Effective use of (minimal) quotes & clear paraphrasing.

Sandwiched particulars, well-integrated.

Clear, complete, specific explanations.

Particulars fully support top. sent. 

	GrSpPuSy flu, coh  20
	0-11.7

Improper use of G, Sp, Pu, and Sy.

No proofreading or spellcheck.

Errors distract reader from essay’s ideas. Reader may be confused.
	11.8-15.2

Some improper Gr, Sp, Pu, and Sy.

Essay may have been proofread, but simple errors & wordiness remain.

Errors sometimes distort meaning.
	15.3-18.7

Mostly proper Gr, Sp, Pu, and Sy.

Noticeable errors but reasonably complex.

Clear writing style.

Essay appears proofread.
	18.8-20

Proper Gr, Sp, Pu, and Sy.

Easy, smooth reading.

Direct, concise writing style.

Essay was clearly proofread. 


