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Numrich, C. (2004). Consider the issues (3rd ed.). White Plains, NY: Addison Wesley Longman.  

Longman advanced American dictionary. (2000). Harlow, England: Pearson Education.
Access to a personal computer and the internet is required. All written assignments must be word- processed and use APA style.
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ESL 052

Academic Listening and Speaking Skills V

This document provides an overview of the course foundation elements, assignments, schedules, and activities. For information about general City University of Seattle policies, please see the City University of Seattle catalog. If you have additional questions about the course, please contact your instructor.
Notification to Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability and you require special assistance, please contact the English Programs Manager as soon as possible.
Scholastic Honesty

City University of Seattle expects each student to do his/her own work.  The University has "zero tolerance" for cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration on assignments and papers, using "notes" during exams, submitting someone else's work as one's own, submitting work previously submitted for another course, or facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others.  The penalties are severe!  A first offense can result in a zero grade for the course and suspension for one quarter; a second offense can result in a zero grade for the course and suspension for two or more quarters; a third offense can result in expulsion from the University.  The Policy and Procedures may be found at http://www.vsm.sk/en/students/scholastic-honesty/policies-and-procedures/. 

In addition to providing your work to the instructor for grading, you must also submit an electronic copy for the CU archives (unless the work is specifically exempted by the instructor). You will not receive a grade for particular work until and unless you submit this electronic copy.  The procedure for submitting work to the archives is to upload it via the website http://www.vsm.sk/en/students/on-line-center/uploader/uploader.html.  Files should include the cover page of the work with the student name, instructor name, course name and number, and date.  File names should indicate the type of assignment, such as “researchpaper.doc”, “casestudy.doc” or “ thesis.doc” (student name should not be a part of the file name because the system adds it).  All files received into the archives are submitted to www.TurnItIn.com for plagiarism checking.

Attendance 

Regular class attendance is necessary if you are to get the full benefit of the course. Students who miss more than six class sessions will be automatically required to repeat the course. 

Course Description 
ESL 052 is designed to improve students’ listening comprehension and professional speaking skills. Emphasis is given to oral presentations of subjects related to the student’s area of academic interest and to topics pertaining to North American culture. Students whose first language is not English have the opportunity to practice and gain confidence in giving personal opinion and informative speeches and participating in discussions, interviews, and professional simulations. Specific aspects of pronunciation will be emphasized such as word stress, reduced forms, listening intonation, and minimal pairs.
Learning Goals
Upon the successful completion of this course, you will be able to:

1.
Deliver effective oral informative and persuasive speeches from organized, outlined notes; 
2.
Describe effective oral communication techniques;

3.
Effectively use visual aids in oral presentations;

4.
Recognize verbal “signposts” and key points in academic lectures;

5.
Use your lecture notes to identify, paraphrase, summarize, and abstract the main points of a lecture;

6.
Participate effectively in group discussions and presentations;

7.
Recognize and pronounce phrases correctly that contain reduced forms, varied word stress patterns, and minimal pairs;

8.
Use the following advanced grammatical forms in speech correctly: phrasal verbs, modal perfects, adverbial clauses, descriptive adjectives, and restrictive adjective clauses. 

Core Concepts 
To achieve the goals of this course, you will need to master the following core concepts:
1. Persuasive speech;

2. Academic note taking;

3. Techniques for academic discussion;

4. Word stress patterns;

5. Reduced forms;

6. Minimal pairs.

Recommended Supplementary Electronic Resources 
The following Internet resources may be of use to you in this course. Please be aware that Web addresses may change from time to time. Consult your instructor if you have questions about electronic resources.

Dave’s ESL Café: http://www.eslcafe.com/students
             English Club: http://www.englishclub.com/
English Zone: http://www.english-zone.com/
ESL Lab: http://www.esl-lab.com/
Overview of Course Activities and Grading 
Grades for ESL courses are submitted to the registrar as Pass/No Pass, but a decimal grade may be given by the ESL instructor. The decimal grade you receive for the course will be derived using City University of Seattle’s decimal grading system. A minimum score of 75% is required in order to pass this course based on the following:

Assignments
	Class Contribution
	 5%

	Persuasive Presentations (two equally weighted)
	30%

	Discussion Participation
	15%

	Listening Participation and Exercises
	10%

	Academic Lecture Note-Taking and Quiz
	10%

	Group Presentation
	15%

	Final Exam
	15%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Please see the current City University of Seattle catalog or consult your instructor for guidance in determining your decimal grade. 

Explanation of Assignments and Grading 
Class Contribution
Dynamic participation in class is critical in order for you to improve your English abilities. This includes arriving to class on time, being prepared for class, asking questions of your peers and instructor, and submitting ideas to class discussions and presentations.  Contribution is also measured by participants’ investment in their peers’ success as demonstrated by giving and receiving feedback, participation in group activities, and willingness to assist when requested by peers.

Grading Criteria for Class Contribution
	Contributions to class discussions and activities
	30%

	Demonstrated preparation for class
	50%

	Demonstration of active listening skills
	20%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Persuasive Presentations 
You will make a 5-7 minute persuasive presentation and then a 7-10 minute persuasive presentation.  The topics selected must be approved by the instructor – obviously, you must choose topics that fit within the time limits. The goal of the presentations is to convince your classmates of your thesis. You must use academic sources, logic, and examples to support your arguments, and when you use information from a source in the presentation, you must name the source. Do not prepare a written speech – you will prepare and present your presentation based only on outline notes. More details about this assignment will be provided by the instructor.

Grading Criteria for Persuasive Presentations
	Appropriate choice of topic (arguable, interesting)
	10%

	Organization
	15%

	Support for thesis (logic, appropriate use of sources, persuasiveness)
	15%

	Use of time and pace
	10%

	Non-verbal cues (body language, eye contact, appearance)
	10%

	Voice: Clarity, volume, pronunciation and rhythm
	20%

	Grammatical control and appropriate vocabulary use
	20%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Discussion Participation

During this course, you will learn about techniques for participating in academic discussions. There will be several formal discussions based on both topics covered in the textbook and current events. Your formal preparation and participation are required in these discussions.  This grade is separate from your class contribution grade which is a reflection of your overall class contribution.  This grade reflects your preparation and participation during these discussions. 
Grading Criteria for Discussion Participation

	Contribution 
	50%

	Use of appropriate discussion techniques
	50%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Listening Participation and Exercises

You will need to prepare for and participate during several listening exercises during this course.  These may include graded homework, quizzes or other activities based on the instructor’s discretion.

Academic Lecture Note-taking and Quiz

You will visit (in conjunction with your instructor) an academic lecture during the course of the term.  You will be required to take notes on this lecture and subsequently take a quiz based on listening skills and the content of the lecture. 
Grading Criteria for Academic Lecture Note-Taking and Quiz

	Organization of Notes
	10%

	Completeness of Notes
	15%

	Accuracy of Quiz Answers
	75%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Group Presentation
Groups of three to five students will be assigned to give an informative presentation to the class based on a topic provided by and/or approved by the instructor. Your presentation will be 30-40 minutes long. It should teach the class something new, and more importantly, keep the audience’s interest. Each member of the group should speak for approximately the same amount of time. Your topic should be developed with the support of academic sources, which must be named in the presentation. The presentation should be organized, with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion; however, you may also include creative elements. Again, your group should prepare, practice, and present the presentation only with the help of outline notes – do not write out the presentation! Your instructor will provide more information regarding the content and style of the group presentation.

Grading Criteria for Group Presentation
	Engagement of audience 
	10%

	Development of topic (organization, depth, appropriate use of sources)
	30%

	Use of time, pace (including division of time between group members)
	10%

	Non-verbal cues (body language, eye contact, appearance)
	10%

	Voice: Clarity, volume, pronunciation and rhythm
	15%

	Grammatical control and appropriate vocabulary use
	15%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Final Examination
The final examination will be based on the listening and speaking skills presented and practiced in class.  You will be expected to complete exercises which are similar to the ones in your course textbook with a high degree of accuracy.  You will not be allowed to use a dictionary during the exam.  Your instructor may provide you with additional information about the content, style, and grading criteria of the exam in this course.
 Recommended Course Schedule 
The schedule for course activities and assignments is below. If you find you are unable to complete the assignments as scheduled, contact your instructor. Your instructor may elect to adjust the outline to meet the unique needs of the class. 

	Week
	Topics and Assignments
	Readings

	1


	Courtesy: vocabulary, listening, and language

Academic Discussion Techniques

Persuasive Presentations

Topic of Persuasive Presentation #1
	Pages 1 - 15 (Numrich)



	2


	Smoking: Discussion, vocabulary, listening, and language
Academic Discussion Techniques, continued 

Review of Presentation skills

Outline for Persuasive Presentation #1

	Pages 16 - 29 (Numrich)



	3


	Media issues: Discussion, vocabulary, and listening

Persuasive Presentation #1
	Pages 30 - 37, 42, 43 (Numrich) 



	4


	Language: Reduced forms and modal perfects

Listening effectively

Review of academic note-taking
Topic for Persuasive Presentation #2
	Pages 37 - 41 (Numrich)



	5
	Genetic engineering: Vocabulary and listening

Academic Lecture Note-taking and Quiz

Outline for Persuasive Presentation #2
	Pages 44 - 50 (Numrich)



	6


	Genetic engineering: Language and discussion

Tips for Effective Persuasive Presentations

Persuasive Presentation #2
	Pages 50 - 56 (Numrich)



	7


	Working at home: Discussion, vocabulary, and listening

Topic for Group Presentation
	Pages 57 - 63 (Numrich)



	8
	Working at home: Language and discussion

Preparation for the Group Presentation
	Pages 63 - 71 (Numrich)

	9


	Publicity: Listening, language, and discussion
Group Presentation
	Pages 72 - 86 (Numrich)



	10
	Final Examination
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