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Listening and Speaking Skills III

Reading Comprehension  III

This document provides an overview of the course foundation elements, assignments, schedules, and activities. For information about general City University of Seattle policies, please see the City University of Seattle catalog. If you have additional questions about the course, please contact your instructor.
Notification to Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability and you require special assistance, please contact the English Programs Manager as soon as possible.
Scholastic Honesty  City University of Seattle expects each student to do his/her own work.  The University has "zero tolerance" for cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration on assignments and papers, using "notes" during exams, submitting someone else's work as one's own, submitting work previously submitted for another course, or facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others.  Scholastic Honesty policy applies also to online discussions that represent a part of assignments in online courses. Every reference material used in discussion contributions must be cited according to the current Research & APA Style Guide. The penalties are severe!  A first offense results in a zero grade for the course; a second offense can result in a zero grade for the course and suspension for one or more quarters; a third offense can result in expulsion from the University.  The Policy and Procedures may be found at http://www.vsm.sk/us/students/scholastic-honesty/policies-procedures/ .

In addition to providing your work to the instructor for grading, you must also submit an electronic copy for the City University of Seattle archives (unless the work is specifically exempted by the instructor). You will not receive a grade for particular work until and unless you submit this electronic copy.  The procedure for submitting work to the archives is to upload it via the website http://www.vsm.sk/us/students/on-line-center/uploader/ . Files should include the cover page of the work with the student name, instructor name, course name and number, and date.  File names should indicate the type of assignment, such as “researchpaper.doc”, “casestudy.doc” or “ thesis.doc” (student name should not be a part of the file name because the system adds it).  All files received into the archives are submitted to www.TurnItIn.com for plagiarism checking.

Attendance 

Regular class attendance is necessary if you are to get the full benefit of the course. Your instructor will provide more details regarding the attendance policy for this course that you are supposed to respect.

Course Description 

IEP 032 is a conversation-based course for intermediate students that enables them to further develop reading, listening and speaking skills through the study of American English. This course provides students with the opportunity to discuss a variety of topics such as family structure, gender issues, holidays, city life, accidents, injuries and others. Discussions and presentations are designed to increase the students’ familiarity with the major structures of English. Academic listening and note taking are emphasized. The course also increases reading ability by developing the skills of pre-reading, scanning, skimming, guessing new vocabulary from context, making inferences, summarizing, and identifying main ideas and patterns of organization. 
Learning Goals

Upon the successful completion of this course, you will be able to:
1. Carry on a conversation in English on a variety of subjects, using tenses appropriately;

2. Recognize differences in verb tense in spoken English, both in questions and in statements;

3. Perform a variety of listening and speaking tasks typical of a university setting;

4. Paraphrase and summarize interviews and lectures;

5. Pre-read, practice both intensive (content) and extensive (scan, skim) reading of intermediate-level passages;

6. Identify the main idea and infer the meaning of new words of intermediate-level passages;

7. Recognize and use affixes as vocabulary clues;

8. Use a monolingual dictionary selectively.
Core Concepts 

To achieve the goals of this course, you will need to master the following core concepts:
1. Correct use of sentence stress;
2. English intonation; 

3. Basics of note taking;

4. Basic lexicon and syntax of the modern academic environment;

5. Pre-reading;

6. Main idea;

7. Patterns of organization.

Recommended Supplementary Electronic Resources 
As a Vysoká škola manažmentu/City University of Seattle student, you have access to library resources regardless of where and how you are taking this class. To access the resources that are necessary to complete your coursework, visit the library menu in the My.CityU portal at http://my.cityu.edu, and the CU Slovakia library home page at http://library.cutn.sk/.  
The following Internet resources may be of use to you in this course. Please be aware that Web addresses may change from time to time. Consult your instructor if you have questions about electronic resources.


Better English Exercises: http://www.better-english.com/easier.htm
Dave’s ESL Café: http://www.eslcafe.com/students
             English Club: http://www.englishclub.com/
English Forum Activities: http://www.englishforum.com/00/interactive/
English Zone: http://www.english-zone.com/
ESL Lab: http://www.esl-lab.com/
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Overview of Course Activities and Grading 
Grades for IEP courses are submitted to the registrar as Pass/No Pass, but a decimal grade may be given by the IEP instructor. The decimal grade you receive for the course will be derived using City University of Seattle’s decimal grading system.  A minimum score of 75% is required in order to pass this course based on the following:

	Presentation 1  
	10%

	Presentation 2
	 10%

	Listening Quizzes (two equally weighted)
	20%

	Reading for Pronunciation Quizzes (two equally weighted)
	20%

	Class Contribution
	5%

	Homework
	10%

	Final Exam
	25%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Please see the current City University of Seattle catalog or consult your instructor for guidance in determining your decimal grade. 

Explanation of Assignments and Grading 
Presentations
1/  You will conduct an interview with an English speaking person that you find interesting. When the interview is over, you will summarize the most interesting findings and you will present them to your classmates. Grading criteria will be provided by your instructor. 
2/  The second presentation will require the use of academic sources.  Again, the topic selected must be approved by your instructor, and you will prepare and give your presentation using only outline notes. Your presentation should be interesting to the audience and teach them something new.

Specifics regarding the length of the presentations will be provided by your instructor.

Grading Criteria for Informal Presentation

	Appropriate choice of topic
	10%

	Organization
	15%

	Voice level and clarity
	10%

	Nonverbal cues (body language, eye contact)
	10%

	Pronunciation and rhythm
	25%

	Grammar and vocabulary
	30%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Listening Quizzes 
There will be two listening quizzes on various topics covered in class. You will listen to a recording and then answer questions prepared by the instructor. You should take notes as you listen and use these notes to help you with the questions. The quiz grades will be based on the percentage of correct answers.

 Pronunciation Quizzes
You are going to have two quizzes in which you will read a short text out loud concentrating on all the skills trained during the course: correct pronunciation, intonation, and sentence stress. 

Grading Criteria for Reading for Pronunciation Quizzes
	Pronunciation of difficult sounds
	25%

	Word stress
	25%

	Intonation
	25%

	Sentence stress
	25%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Class Contribution
Dynamic participation in class is critical in order for you to improve your English abilities. This includes arriving to class on time, being prepared for class, asking questions of your peers and instructor, and submitting ideas to class discussions and presentations. Contribution is also measured by participants’ investment in their peers’ success as demonstrated by giving and receiving feedback, participation in group activities, and willingness to assist when requested by peers.

Grading Criteria for Class Contribution
	Contributions to class discussions and activities
	30%

	Demonstrated preparation for class
	50%

	Demonstration of active listening skills
	20%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Homework
Homework for independently practicing your speaking skills will be assigned daily and may include work to be handed in, to be completed in your textbook and corrected in class, doing listening exercises on the Internet, or reading assignments. Your homework grade will be based on how completely and carefully you do the assignments. Your instructor will provide you with due dates and may provide details of grading criteria for some of your homework assignments.

Grading Criteria for Homework

	Correctness of work
	50%

	Completeness of work and adherence to due date
	50%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Final Examination
The final examination will be based on the listening and speaking skills presented and practiced in class.  You will be expected to do exercises with a high degree of accuracy, which are similar to the ones in your course text book. You will not be allowed to use a dictionary during the exam.  Your instructor will provide you with additional information about the content, style, and grading criteria of this exam in this course.
Grading Criteria for Final Exam 
The final exam grade will be based on the percentage of correct answers.
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Assignments
	
	

	Dictionary Assignment
	10%

	Pleasure Reading Project 
	15%

	Class Contribution
	  5%

	Quizzes (three equally weighted)
	30%

	Midterm  Examination
	20%

	Final Examination 
	20%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Dictionary assignment
This assignment involves intensive work with a dictionary. Your teacher will provide you with a set of questions related to new vocabulary structures (e.g. prefixes, suffixes, compound nouns, homonyms). Your task will be to work with a dictionary and find answers to the given questions, or your teacher will provide you with a short story or a fairy tale where you will analyze vocabulary (e.g. affixation, synonyms, word forms) with the help of dictionary.  

Grading Criteria for Dictionary Assignment

Your instructor will provide you with specific grading criteria and the percentage breakdown. 
Pleasure Reading Project
This project involves independently reading a complete book in English. Your teacher will provide you with a list of books from which you may select one to read and you will keep a record of your progress. When you finish reading the book, you will demonstrate comprehension by having a reading conference with your teacher or by making a presentation to the class.  Your instructor will provide the grading criteria for the presentation or conference.

Grading Criteria for the Pleasure Reading Project
	Progress record
	20%

	Comprehension (as demonstrated in presentation or conference)
	80%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Class Contribution
Dynamic participation in class is critical in order for you to improve your English abilities.  This includes arriving to class on time, being prepared for class, asking questions of your peers and instructor, and submitting ideas to class discussions and presentations.  Contribution is also measured by participants’ investment in their peers’ success as demonstrated by giving and receiving feedback, participation in group activities, and willingness to assist when requested by peers.  Homework assigned by the teacher must be completed in time and is part of class contribution grade. It may include work to be handed in, to be completed in your textbook and corrected in class, or reading assignments. 
Grading Criteria for Class Contribution
	Contributions to class discussions and activities
	30%

	Demonstrated preparation for class
	50%

	Demonstration of active listening skills
	20%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Quizzes
There will be a total of three equally weighted vocabulary and reading comprehension quizzes.  Each will focus on vocabulary and readings studied in the previous weeks.  In order to do well on these quizzes, you will need to attend and participate in every class, complete all assignments on time, and review course materials before the quiz. 

Grading Criteria for Vocabulary Quizzes 
Quiz grades will be based on the percentage of correct answers.

Midterm and Final Examinations 
The midterm and final examinations will be based on the reading skills presented and practiced in class. You will be expected to complete reading exercises which are similar to the ones in your course text book with a high degree of accuracy, to know vocabulary which has been presented in class, and to be able to guess new vocabulary from context. You will not be allowed to use a dictionary during the exams. Your instructor may provide you with additional information about the content, style, and grading criteria of exams in this course.
Grading Criteria for Examinations
Examinations will be based on the percentage of correct answers.

Additional  Course  Policies
As a VSM/City University of Seattle student, you are responsible for observing all VSM/City University of Seattle  rules, regulations and policies. For further details, see the VSM/City University of Seattle official catalog.  

Also, you are supposed to observe any additional policies applying to this course as stated by the instructor in the syllabus, such as late assignment and make-up assignment policies, late arrival or PC/mobile phone and/or other electronic equipment use rules.

Recommended Course Schedule 

The schedule for course activities and assignments is below. If you find you are unable to complete the assignments as scheduled, contact your instructor. Your instructor may elect to adjust the outline to meet the unique needs of the class.

	Week
	Topics and Assignments 
	Readings

	1


	Syllabus 

LEISURE AND SPORT

	Unit 1

	2
	firsts and lasts

work and rest     
Presentation  1

	Unit 2

Unit 3



	3
	special days  

your look
Pronunciation Quiz  1
Vocabulary Quiz 1
	Unit 4
Unit 5

	4
	going away 
 success   

Listening  Quiz 1
	Unit 6
Unit 7

	5
	places to live

MIDTERM  -  Reading
Dictionary Assignment
	Unit 8


	6
	old and new    

take  care
Pleasure Reading Project
	Unit 9
Unit 10


	7
	the best things    

brand  new    

Vocabulary Quiz  2

	Unit 11

Unit 12

	8
	the right person  

Presentation  2
Listening  Quiz 2

	Unit 13

	9
	money
Vocabulary Quiz  3 

Pronunciation Quiz 2

	Unit 14


	10
	Review
FINAL  - Reading
FINAL -  Listening / Speaking  
	


IEP 032     SYL      Page 7      Eff: 10/13

_1251466600.bin

