International Summer School 
“Introduction to Knowledge Management”
(1st announcement)
20 June – 3 July 2010, Trenčín, Slovakia

International Summer School “Introduction to Knowledge Management” (ISSIKM 2010) is an event financed by the Erasmus Intensive Programme. This year is its third and last year. It is organized by four cooperating European institutions of higher education: College of Management (Trenčín, Slovakia), University of Vilnius (Vilnius, Lithuania), Oulu University of Applied Sciences (Oulu, Finland), Institute of Finance and Administration (Prague, Czech Republic). It will be held from Sunday, 20 June to Saturday, 3 July 2010 in Trenčín, Slovakia. 
The ISSIKM student participants are supposed to be pre-graduate and graduate university students with fluent English who have not completed a course on Knowledge Management.
Objectives of the project: 

· To ignite and increase the interest of young people in Knowledge Management;

· To offer a subject which is still quite unique and rare at most business schools in Europe;

· To provide an opportunity for intercultural exchange among young people from European countries;

· To build a basis for further cooperation among partner universities in the field of critical importance for the future social and economic progress of EU.

Principal activities: 

ISSIKM is an intensive 10-days course covering basic concepts and methods of the knowledge management. It consists 50 contact hours of lectures and seminar enriched by the visits to knowledge-management-oriented companies in Bratislava and Trenčín, in order to see the application of the theory in practice and be capable of comparing Slovakia situation of with other countries. An integral part of ISSIKM is an international workshop hosting about 30 international experts. The successful graduates will be awarded 5 ECTS credits.
Expected outcomes: 
Students will gain theoretical knowledge about Knowledge management, absorb the experiences from its practice, get a picture about the current situation and future trends and will enjoy international experiences within a new environment with its different style of teaching and learning, lecturers and classmates. During their collaborative work within student groups they will design and develop Knowledge Management research projects.
Brief description: 

During the first week, the principles of Knowledge Management will be explained and exemplified. During its first three days, lectures of invited specialists will introduce the students to the definition of Knowledge Management, its history, its relationship to information and communication technology, as well as its to basic methods and methodologies. On the fourth day of the week, an excursion to an enterprise applying Knowledge Management in its daily practice will be organized. Week 1 ends with the one-day workshop “Knowledge Management” in the High Tatras mountain resort.
During the weekend, a trip to Slovakian countryside will be organized.

The Week 2 will be organized in the form of seminars. The students will be divided to small groups led by specialists. All groups will be working on a concept of Knowledge management specified by the specialist leading the group, search through information sources and design and complete their research papers under his/her advisory. One day of the week is devoted to another excursion to an enterprise applying Knowledge Management in its daily practice. In the last day of the week, the students will present their projects. The projects will be graded. 

Language of ISSIKM:

English
Costs:

The grant covers meals, welcome and farewell dinners, refreshments between lectures, accommodation in 2-bed rooms (1-bed rooms for teachers) with a shower, WC and kitchen (shared by two rooms), access to the library and computer labs and a weekend trip to High Tatras.

Erasmus grant covers 15 scholarships for students from the partner schools (5 from each partner school), 6 for teachers (2 from each partner school) and 75% of the transport costs. The students and teachers are supposed to cover remaining 25 % of their travel expenses.
Brief schedule
	Day 1
	Arrival of participants, registration, welcome dinner

	Week 1 of Summer School

	Day 2
	Information Technology and Knowledge Management, Introduction to Knowledge Management 

	Day 3
	Introduction to Knowledge Society, Knowledge Economy, and Understanding knowledge.

	Day 4
	Knowledge Management, its theory, methodology and practice 

	Day 5
	Excursion into an enterprise (out of Trenčín)

	Day 6
	Workshop “Knowledge Management” (out of Trenčín)

	Weekend

	Day 7 and 8
	Sightseeing Slovakia

	Week 2 of Summer School

	Day 9 to 11
	Selecting topics, searching literature and preparing research papers under the supervision of the advisors (4-5 students per group)

	Day 12
	Excursion into an enterprise (out of Trenčín)

	Day 13
	Presentation of research papers + grading; farewell dinner

	Day 14
	Departure home


Note: Day 1 means Sunday, 20 June 2010
Address of ISSIKM
Vysoká škola manažmentu, Trenčín, Bezručova 64, 911 01 Trenčín

	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Steering Committee of the summer school: 

Jozef Hvorecký (Chair)

Jozef Kelemen (Representative of School of Management)

Ilkka Mikkonen (Representative of Oulu University of Applied Sciences)

Virginius Tamaševičius (Representative of Vilnius University)

Petr Berka (Representative of Institute of Finance and Administration).

Organizing Committee:

Adriana Mičkovicová (Erasmus Coordinator at VŠM), Chair

Božena Gajdošová (Site Director, Trenčín)

Juraj Kršák (administrative assistant, Trenčín)
Ela Csibová (Site Coordinator, Bratislava)
