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Course Description
ENG 290 is an advanced course in argumentative writing. Students will write extended essays based on documented research. The course will also focus on information literacy, specifically students’ ability to access, evaluate, and use information effectively to complete a variety of written assignments.  Students will gain additional practice in audience analysis, critical reading and thinking, and writing for professional and academic purposes.

Course Resources
Required and recommended resources to complete coursework and assignments are listed on the My.CityU portal at Library>Resources by Course.

CityU Learning Goals

This course supports the following City University learning goals:

· Strong communication and interpersonal skills

· Critical thinking and information literacy

Course Outcomes
In this course, learners:
· Analyze arguments for their structure, language, assumptions and logic

· Analyze the needs and values of an audience

· Use language effectively in composing an argument

· Evaluate and use information, using APA documentation of sources

· Construct effective responses to the arguments of others

· Provide feedback on others’ written work

Core Concepts, Knowledge, and Skills 
· APA citation and documentation style

· Criteria for evaluating sources and information from sources

· Organization of argument

· Skillful use of language which acknowledges audience

· Types of support for arguments

Overview of Course Grading
The grades earned for the course will be derived using City University of Seattle’s decimal grading system, based on the following:

	Overview of Required Assignments
	% of Final Grade

	Response Essay
	15%

	Proposal Essay
	20%

	Exploratory Essay
	25%

	Argument Essay
	25%

	Class Contribution & Participation
	15%

	TOTAL
	100%


Specifics of Course Assignments
The instructor will provide grading rubrics that will provide more detail as to how this assignment will be graded.

Response Essay

You will develop and compose a responsive essay on a subject given by your instructor. You are free to use your first-hand experience if you wish, though all opinions must be backed by logical support and based on appropriate research. Your essay should be virtually free of grammatical, punctuation, and typographical errors. You will need in text citations and a reference page with correct APA format. Your instructor will specify the topics and other requirements for this assignment.

	Components
	% of Grade

	Organization

	15%

	Content

	50%

	Use of Research

	15%

	Writing Mechanics

	20%

	TOTAL
	100%



	


Proposal Essay

You will develop and compose a proposal for a solution to a problem. You will identify and describe a problem and propose a solution to that problem. You must also use justification for your solution. You will use research sources to support that the problem exists and needs action, to support your proposed solution, and to support your justifications. The paper must develop a clearly stated arguable problem and introduce at least one solution to a logical conclusion. Your instructor will specify the topics and other requirements for this assignment.

	Components
	% of Grade

	Key Topic Support

	45%

	Organization

	20%

	Writing Mechanics

	20%

	References

	15%

	TOTAL
	100%



	


Exploratory Essay

The exploratory essay will present and investigate a question, problem, or issue that is debatable and interesting. You must investigate and closely examine the issue by designing your own research questions. You will find credible information and use the research sources to present alternate perspectives, positions and views on the issue. Your essay will be a written account of your research, and you will report on your process of exploration, clarification, and thinking. In the end of your exploration, you will make some of your own judgments and share your own opinions on the issue. Your instructor will specify the topics and other requirements for this assignment.

	Components
	% of Grade

	References

	25%

	Writing Mechanics

	20%

	Purpose/Thesis Statement

	15%

	Logical Organization of Informative Points

	40%

	TOTAL
	100%



	


Argument Essay

Your argumentative essay will be developed with research and will give you the opportunity to explore in depth, and take a stand on an issue that interests you. You must support your general thesis with sufficient evidence to give it validity and lead logically to your conclusions. The essay must have a clear, arguable claim which is supported with credible evidence and good reasoning, and it must consider the objections of those who might disagree with you. Reference citations should be formatted according to the APA citation method. Your instructor will specify the topics and other requirements for this assignment.

	Components
	% of Grade

	Purpose/Thesis Statement

	15%

	Writing Mechanics

	20%

	References

	30%

	Organization of Claims and Support

	35%

	TOTAL
	100%



	


Class Contribution & Participation

Dynamic participation in class is critical in order for you to improve your writing abilities. This includes arriving to class on time and being prepared for class with drafts of your writing. Asking questions of your peers and instructor, submitting ideas to class discussion, and making presentations is a central part of the course. The course emphasizes collaboration with others in the process of revision, rewriting, and editing essays, so contribution is also measured by participants' investment in their peers' success as demonstrated by giving and receiving feedback in writing workshops, participating in group activities, and being willing to assist when requested by peers.

	Components
	% of Grade

	TOTAL
	100%



	


Course Policies
Late Assignments

LATE ASSIGNMENT

Participation

PARTICIPATION

Professional Writing

Assignments require error-free writing that uses standard English conventions and logical flow of organization to address topics clearly, completely, and concisely. CityU requires the use of APA style.
University Policies
You are responsible for understanding and adhering to all of City University of Seattle’s academic policies. The most current versions of these policies can be found in the University Catalog that is linked from the CityU Web site.

Scholastic Honesty

Scholastic honesty in students requires the pursuit of scholarly activity that is free from fraud, deception and unauthorized collaboration with other individuals. You are responsible for understanding CityU’s policy on scholastic honesty and adhering to its standards in meeting all course requirements. A complete copy of this policy can be found in the University Catalog in the section titled Scholastic Honesty under Student Rights & Responsibilities. 

Attendance

Students taking courses in any format at the University are expected to be diligent in their studies and to attend class regularly. 

Regular class attendance is important in achieving learning outcomes in the course and may be a valid consideration in determining the final grade. For classes where a physical presence is required, a student has attended if s/he is present at any time during the class session.  For online classes, a student has attended if s/he has posted or submitted an assignment. A complete copy of this policy can be found in the University Catalog in the section titled Attendance Policy for Mixed Mode, Online and Correspondence Courses. 

Support Services
Disability Resources

If you are a student with a disability and you require an accommodation, please contact the Disability Resource Office as soon as possible. For additional information, please see the section in the University Catalog titled Students with Special Needs under Student Rights & Responsibilities.

Library Services

In order to help you succeed in this course, you have access to library services and resources 24 hours a day, seven days a week. CityU librarians can help you formulate search strategies and locate materials that are relevant to your coursework. For help, contact a CityU librarian through the Ask a Librarian service. To find library resources, click on the Library link in the My.CityU portal.

Smarthinking

As a CityU student, you have access to 10 free hours of online tutoring offered through Smarthinking, including writing support, from certified tutors 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Contact CityU’s Student Support Center at help@cityu.edu to request your user name and password.

Access to the Internet is required.

All written assignments must be in Microsoft-Word-compatible formats.

See the library’s APA Style Guide tutorial for a list of resources that can help you use APA style.
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