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INT 301

International Relations

This document provides an overview of the course foundation elements, assignments, schedules, and activities. For information about general City University of Seattle policies, please see the City University of Seattle catalog. If you have additional questions about the course, please contact your instructor.
Notification to Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability and you require an accommodation, please contact the Disability Resource Office at 1.800.426.5596 ext. 5228 as soon as possible. 
Scholastic Honesty

Students are responsible for understanding City University of Seattle’s policy on Scholastic Honesty and are required to adhere to its standards in meeting all course requirements. Violations of the policy include, among other practices:

1. Cheating;

2. Plagiarizing;

3. Submitting substantially the same work for two different courses without prior permission from the instructors;

4. Collaborating on assignments without prior permission of the instructor;

5. Submitting papers written wholly or partly by someone else;

6. Helping someone else commit an act of scholastic dishonesty.

Common violations are copying from someone else’s test paper, using unauthorized books or notes during a test, and using previously published material without clear citations to identify the source. Cases of suspected scholastic dishonesty are referred to the University Scholastic Honesty Board, which can apply a variety of penalties ranging in severity, including assigning a zero grade for the course, suspension, and dismissal from the University. In cases of suspected violations, a paper may be submitted to an online service that checks the content of the paper against a database of source material. The submitted paper may be added to a permanent archive.

For more complete information, students should read the section on Scholastic Honesty (under the heading of Student Rights and Responsibilities) in the University catalog, available in print or online at http://www.cityu.edu. When in doubt about applications to a particular course or situation, students should ask the instructor for guidance.

Course Description 

This is an upper division social science course which evaluates the political and economic behavior of nations in the international arena. Topics examined include: U.S. world leadership, nuclear politics, terrorism, and contemporary trends in the international political economy.

This course covers the political and economic aspects of behavior among nations on the international scene. Rather than concentrating on one international region, this course will focus upon the major issues which face the United States in the international arena. The course will cover historical as well as current issues. Particular emphasis will be placed on the role of the United States and the nations comprising Europe and Asia.

Learning Goals

Upon the successful completion of this course, you will be able to:

1. Trace changes in the United States’ national interests in relation to global economic and political transformations;

2. Appraise the role of multinational corporations in the global economy; 

3. Compare and contrast the foreign and economic policies of pre-Soviet Russia, the Soviet Union, and contemporary Russia; 

4. Evaluate the impact of economic disparity on international relations; 

5. Discuss the problems plaguing the economic growth of developing nations;

6.
Assess methods which seek to create “national security”; 

7.
Describe the relationship between national security, nuclear politics, and terrorism; 

8. Explain the fundamental elements of international law; 

9. Assess contemporary trends in the international political economy;

10. Evaluate a variety of strategies for the U.S. in global policymaking.

Core Concepts 
To achieve the goals of this course, you will need to master the following core concepts:

1. Absolutism;

2. Balance-of-power system;
3. Isolationism;
4. Truman Doctrine;
5. Tonkin Gulf Resolution;

6. Guerrilla warfare;

7. Noninterventionism;
8. Marxism;

9. Glasnost;

10. Privatization;

11. Decolonization;

12. Holocaust;

13. OPEC;

14. Monroe Doctrine;

15. Neocolonialism;

16. Disarmament;

17. Weapons of mass destruction;

18. Trade blocs;

19. Eurodollars;

20. Embargo;

21. Rapprochement;

22. Trade surplus.

Recommended Supplementary Resources 
As a City University of Seattle student, you have access to library resources regardless of where and how you are taking this class. To access the resources that are necessary to complete your coursework and assignments, visit the library menu in the My.CityU portal at http://my.cityu.edu.  
A good place to begin your research is through the program or course resource sections that provide links to relevant journals, books, and Web sites.  Search the library's online catalog to locate books and videos, and place requests to have items mailed to you (services vary by location).  Search the online databases for journal, magazine, and newspaper articles. Articles that are not available full text in the library's collection can be requested from other libraries and delivered to you electronically. 
For additional help, submit your question via the Ask a Librarian e-mail service available through the portal or call 800.526.4269 (U.S. or Canada) or 425.709.3444.
Overview of Course Activities and Grading 
The grade you receive for the course will be derived using City University of Seattle’s decimal grading system, based on the following:

Assignments

	Research Paper
	30%

	Midterm Examination
	35%

	Final Examination
	35%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Please see the current City University of Seattle catalog or consult your instructor for guidance in determining your decimal grade.

Explanation of Assignments and Grading 

Research Paper 
In your research paper, you will explore in depth a subject from the course material that interests you.  You should combine your own thoughtful analysis of the topic with information from your sources.  Keep in mind, however, that this is to be an analytical paper, not simply a summary of your reading.
Begin doing some preliminary reading for your paper early in the quarter. During the fourth week of the course, you will submit to your instructor a one- to two-page proposal for your research paper. The proposal should suggest your topic, propose an arguable thesis, and give your instructor some idea of how you intend to research and develop your thesis. This proposal is ungraded, but you should approach it seriously; it can greatly enhance your chances for writing a successful essay.
For guidance in how to prepare a research paper, consult The Brief New Century Handbook. As you prepare your research paper you also will want to be mindful of the following guidelines:
· Your topic must be related to the course of study and must be approved by your instructor before submitting a final project. 
· You must cite the sources of all ideas, facts and information used that are not your own, even if you have put the information into your own words. Failure to do so is plagiarism, even if the oversight is unintentional. See The Brief New Century Handbook for a detailed explanation of proper APA author-page documentation format.
· Supporting your thesis is central to the task of writing a research paper. In scholarly writing, you are not merely copying information from another author, but using evidence to support the contentions drawn from your findings and critical analysis of related literature.
· All research papers must be word-processed, double-spaced, with 11- or 12-point font and one-inch margins. Your instructor will specify other requirements such as length, number of sources, and how current the publications from which you draw your references must be.

· You must retain at least one copy of your final research project in case the first copy is lost or misplaced. We recommend that you also retain your research notes and rough notes so that if a question arises as to an actual source and its location, you will be able to address that question in a timely manner. 
Grading Criteria for Research Paper 

	Appropriate format
	  5%

	Clear objectives and thesis
	10%

	Logical development of body and thesis
	45%

	Proper grammar, spelling, syntax, and punctuation
	10%

	Sufficient depth of research
	15%

	Appropriate reference methods and reporting
	15%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Examinations

You should be prepared to answer a variety of types of questions pertinent to the concepts covered in or suggested by the course materials and assignments. Your instructor may provide you with additional information regarding the content and style of the exams in this course. 

Grading Criteria for Essay Questions on Examinations
	Clear grasp of major issues posed by the question
	20%

	Valid arguments; appropriate supportive detail
	20%

	Appropriate analysis, evaluation, and synthesis
	20%

	Demonstrated ability to employ terms, concepts, and frames of reference from texts and other course materials
	20%

	Proper organization and logical flow of responses
	20%

	
	

	TOTAL
	100%


Recommended Course Schedule 

The schedule for course activities and assignments is below. If you find you are unable to complete the assignments as scheduled, contact your instructor. Your instructor may elect to adjust the outline to meet the unique needs of the class.

	Session
	Topics and Assignments
	Readings

	1
	Systems and States in Transformation

The United States’ Changing National Interests

The U.S. and Vietnam

Can the U.S. Lead the World?


	Chapters 1 – 4



	2
	From Russia to the Soviet Union (and Back to Russia) 


	Chapters 5 – 6



	3
	South Africa and the End of Colonialism

Arab – Israeli Conflicts


	Chapters 7 – 8



	4
	The Persian Gulf and Central Asia

Central America and the Caribbean

DUE: Proposal for Research Paper

	Chapters 9 – 10



	5
	Economic Development: Rich and Poor

Aid Relations

Technology and International Relations


	Chapter 11



	6
	National Security, Nuclear Politics, and Terrorism

DUE: Midterm Examination (on materials covered in Sessions 1 – 5)


	Chapters 12 – 15



	7
	The Economic Blocs: Europe, the Pacific, and the U.S.


	Chapters 16 - 18



	8
	Diplomacy; International Law

	Chapters 19 - 20



	9
	The United Nations; Peacekeeping

DUE: Research Paper


	Chapters 21 – 22



	10
	DUE: Final Examination
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